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World Radiocommunication Conference 2007 (WRC-07) – Outcomes
22 October – 16 November 2007, Geneva
1. Introduction

This document records the two Agenda Items and the Outcomes that were the main topics for the Amateur Service at WRC-07.  The majority of the provisions revised or made by WRC-07 entered into force as from 1 January 2009.  One agenda item was successfully added for the next WRC-12, seeking an “MF” Band allocation.
If the national Radio Regulations for your country do not include an allocation in the “LF” Band at 135.7 - 137.8 kHz, please check that these ITU Radio Regulations have come into force, check the Footnote below for exclusions, and check with your Administration to ensure they implement the WRC outcome.
2. Agenda Item 1.13:

“taking into account Resolutions 729 (WRC - 97), 351 (WRC - 03) and 544 (WRC - 03), to review the allocations to all services in the HF bands between 4 MHz and 10 MHz, excluding those allocations to services in the frequency range 7 000 – 7 200 kHz and those bands whose allotment plans are in Appendices 25, 26 and 27 and whose channelling arrangements are in Appendix 17, taking account of the impact of new modulation techniques, adaptive control techniques and the spectrum requirements for HF broadcasting”

Outcome

The IARU requests for secondary access near 5 MHz, and the final stage of world-wide expansion in Regions 1 and 3 at 7.2 – 7.3 MHz were not successful.  No new allocations were made to the amateur service in the frequency range 4 – 10 MHz.  This AI was extremely controversial, and the delegates wanted to block further expansion of HF Broadcasting in this frequency range.  Consequently the Amateur Service was also denied any changes by WRC-07.  The outcome was “No Change” (NOC) for this AI.
3. Agenda Item 1.15
“to consider a secondary allocation to the amateur service in the band 135.7 - 137.8 kHz”

Outcome

A world-wide secondary allocation to the amateur service in an “LF” Band at 135.7 – 137.8 kHz was approved, with the limitation of a maximum radiated power as specified in Footnote No. 5.67A of the Radio Regulations (see below).

Note: The use of this band by the amateur service is not authorized in the countries specified in Footnote No. 5.67B of the Radio Regulations (see below).

5.67A Stations in the amateur service using frequencies in the band 135.7 - 137.8 kHz shall not exceed a maximum radiated power of 1 W (e.i.r.p.) and shall not cause harmful interference to stations of the radionavigation service operating in countries listed in No. 5.67. (WRC-07)

5.67B The use of the band 135.7 - 137.8 kHz in Algeria, Egypt, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Iraq, Lebanon, Syrian Arab Republic, Sudan, South Sudan and Tunisia is limited to the fixed and maritime mobile services.  The amateur service shall not be used in the above-mentioned countries in the band 135.7 - 137.8 kHz, and this should be taken into account by the countries authorizing such use. (WRC-12).
4. Future Agenda Items
One future agenda item that directly concerned the Amateur Service was to seek an “MF” Band allocation.  This was approved for the next WRC (WRC-12).
Agenda Item 1.23 (WRC-12)
“to consider an allocation of about 15 kHz in parts of the band 415 - 526.5 kHz to the amateur service on a secondary basis, taking into account the need to protect existing services”

APT/APG Meetings Preparing for WRC-07 – Allocations above 275 GHz
At the APG meetings in the period preceding WRC-07, Agenda Item 7.2 considered “Items for Inclusion in the Agenda for the Next WRC and Future Conferences”.

An input document from IARU Region 3 sought support for continued access to spectrum above 275 GHz.  Preferred bands for the Amateur Service had been identified by the IARU between 275 GHz and 3 000 GHz.  “Bands” with low attenuation from water vapour in the atmosphere (that allowed “longer” distance propagation) were considered to be valuable by radio amateurs, but not necessarily by commercial users.  Allocations in this part of the spectrum were requested in the long term (if and when allocations are made) for the amateur and amateur-satellite services.  This was noted by the APG.  This outcome was satisfactory and sufficient, considering our long range objective was to signal our intentions for the then “WRC-10” (or beyond).

This item was only a minor part of a wide range of subjects considered by WP7 at the APG meetings and in the end did not get considered at WRC-07.

This subject will undoubtedly be come up again at some time in the future.
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